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BROOMSTICK POOL TOURNAMENT & CHILI COOK-OFF

DATE  Saturday - February 25, 2017

PLACE  T’z Sports Pub – Across from Fairground in Jamestown, TN

DESCRIPTION The 1st Clean Sweep CMT/ABATE Upper Cumberland Broomstick Pool Tournament   
  and Chili Cook Off begins at 2:00 P.M. 
  Entry fee $5 per person for Pool Tournament.  Enjoy 50/50, Fun.  $5 Per person for taste  
  testing Best Chili contest.  Proceeds will benefit the Upper Cumberland Charter and Tourna 
  ment Winner(s) and Winner(s) for Best Chili.



Contacts Corporate Level    Phone: 931-761-8162

Charter    Contacts      Meeting Times

Caney Fork   Terry Presley 615-642-8025   Last Sunday of the month @ 5 pm, Caney   
                 presley7290@yahoo.com  Fork Motors, 378 Cookeville Hwy, Carthage
     
Dickson/Humphreys/   Mark Proctor 615-477-0171   3rd Thursday @ 7, VFW
Hickman         Dickson     
 
French Broad   Scott Smith (423)571-6608  1st Tuesday of the month @ Apehangers   
    wt1011@icloud.com   Ontheriver  Del Rio
Montgomery County   Jesse Henne 931-980-7548   1st Monday @ 7, Sunshine Restaurant,   
    crazyboy135@gmail.com   3195 Fort Campbell, Clarksville   
  
Music City    Wendell Baldwin 615-838-1490  1st Sunday @ 2, Skully’s
    deadeyewb@aol.com   Old Hickory      
  
Nashville    Jack Jones 615-579-4112   3rd Tuesday @ 7, Bikini Beach Bar
    jdj32K@yahoo.com    Antioch      
  
Northeast    Todd Cloud 423-963-8344  1st Monday @ 7, Call for location
    toddcloud9@gmail.com   
       
Robertson County   Roland Verchota 615-533-6368  1st Tuesday @ 7, Piggy Pit
    Verchotaw@bellsouth.net   Springfield      
 
Smith-Wilson-    Jerry King 615-364-1378   1st Sunday @ 2, Smitty’s
Stones River          Lebanon     
 
Smoky Mountain   Kevin Haley 931-307-4031  1st Wednesday @ 7, Hooters in Maryville
    kjhaley2012@gmail.com
  
Sumner County   Jeff Hollins 615-452-0409   3rd Thursday @ 7, VFW
         Hendersonville     
      
Tennessee Valley   Mark Moore 423-570-0250   3rd Sunday @ 2, Call for location    
    Yog1958@yahoo.com   Chattanooga Area     
  
Upper Cumberland   Ron Erwin 931-879-3899   1st Sunday * Call for location    
  
Wheels of Thunder   Bob Celmer 901-465-7381   1st Thursday @ 7, Panchos     
         717 N. White Station Rd., Memphis
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Corporate Director  J. Robert Forbus 615-390-5645  robert.forbus@robertforbus.com
Asst. Corporate Director
Corporate Secretary  Rebecca Foss  615-572-6813  secretary@cmtabate.com
Corporate Treasurer  Bette Stewart  615-579-6035  treasurer@cmtabate.com
Legislative   Tony Dabbs  931-627-5370  themotorsickledoc@yahoo.com
Activities   Carol Crowson  615-281-7279  rosedaiquari@yahoo.com
At Large   Angel   248-884-1880  mcocangel@aol.com
Chaplain   Jack Jones  615-579-4112  chaplain@cmtabate.com
Membership
MRF    Ed Domine  815-370-7801  ed.d@juno.com
Newspaper   Shannon R. Gregory 615-479-2684  keeblersg@yahoo.com
Office Manager  Dean Lucas  931-761-8038  info@cmtabate.com
PR/Communications  Rhonda Rae Williams 931-205-2644  rhondaraewilliams@gmail.com
Products   Faith Hawkins  615-944-9806  batswoman77@yahoo.com
Safety & Education  Mark Moore  423-570-0250  yog1958@yahoo.com
Sergeant at Arms  Bullet   615-758-8267
Webmaster   Carl Richardson 313-378-7450  webmaster@cmtabate.com

The objects and purposes of the Corporation shall be to form a united motorcyclist’s organization both at the individual local level and at the State 
level. The Members of the Corporation shall be dedicated to promoting fair motorcycle legislation and shall ensure their freedom by working to 
prevent enactment of, or to repeal/modify existing unfair motorcycle legislation. The Corporation’s Members shall promote and maintain motorcy-
cling safety and awareness programs in the community.



Note: State Board Meetings are the second Sunday of 
March, June, September, and December

Want to be a part of this amazing
organization?

Fill out the application below & submit with
membership dues to the CMT/ABATE
office.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Member    Renewal
Member Number: _____________________
Type of Membership Desired:
 Full Member $30 ______
 Couple Member $40 ______
 Associate $15______
 Junior $10______
 Lifetime Membership $300______
 *a mailed paper is $30 a year

Change of Address:
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________

City: ________________________________

State: ______________ Zip: ____________

Phone: _______________________________

Email: _______________________________
Charter You Would like to Join:
_____________________________________
Are you a Registered Voter? Yes  No

How would like to receive your newsletter?
Email     US Mail
  
  Please mail to:
  CMT/ABATE, Inc.
  P.O. Box 962
  Sparta, TN 38583-0962
  931-761-8162

Director’s Column
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A Message from the (Interim) Corporate Director
Happy new year everyone! This time of year most of us have our 
motorbikes laid up and connected to a trickle charger while we 
wait for a couple of sunny early spring days. The holiday rush is 
over and life has settled back to normal save for the cold weather. 
The upcoming events that receive attention during the layup time 
are the Easyriders’ Bike Show that will again be in Nashville, Ten-
nessee during late January and the mid-February Swap Meet in 
Clarksville, Tennessee. 

Our State Legislature will open session on Tuesday 10, January 
2017 and we are prepared for business, so please read Tony Dabbs’ 
column for specific details. Now, we won’t be there on the open-
ing day this year, but Tony and I will call on Local Charters to send 
people to the hill for our lobbying efforts and we will work with 
you once there.

We were able to secure a small but very welcome grant for our 
Safety and Awareness campaign so watch the newsletter for event-
related places and times. The Smith-Wilson-Stones River Local 
Charter has taken a very active role regarding safety matters and 
it is no surprise that they stepped up to the challenge of running 
the “Don’t Ride Fried” impaired riding carnival. I genuinely appreci-
ate them doing this, so watch the newsletter for event times and 
places.

By the time you read this, the deadline for accepting resumes for 
State Board executive positions has passed, but there are other 
open positions that so not require a resume, however. We will 
have elections during the March 2017 State Board meeting. Ques-
tions? Call me.

Stay warm and keep that battery at 13.2 volts!
 
J. Robert Forbus
(Interim) Corporate Director
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YOUR RIGHTS YOUR RIDE

Tony M. Dabbs
CMT/ABATE State Legislative Director

So What's Bill's Email?
At one time or another we have all had 

to write something, maybe a letter or 
even a resume. Even a simple note re-
quires a little though prior to setting pin to 
paper. Now multiply that amount of delib-
eration several times over, throw in a little 
aggravation and the inevitable “Writer’s 
Block”, not to mention a deadline. Let's 
not forget the fact it has to be interesting 
to the targeted readers and worthwhile to 
print. There you have an article. I do have 
unexpected inspiration for this month's 
contribution. So let's give this a shot and 
see where it lands.

On the way back from a 6:30 AM meet-
ing in Springfield, I gave Carol a call to 
check on a couple of things discussed 
the day before. As usual, when Carol 
answered I had one of those senior mo-
ments quite often referred to as a brain 
fart and forgot why I called her to begin 
with. Luckily she started rattling off things 
that I needed to know and without a 
doubt, this turned out to be exactly why I 
had called her in the first place. Then she 
wants to know who has an email address 
that doesn't have anything to do with 
the individual’s name. At this point any 
normal and sane person would have a 
tightening of the neck and jaw followed 
by several descriptive phrases that I dare 
not record here. I have never been called 
normal and rarely seem to be sane for 
that matter. So in reply to her query I say, 
"Bill Langford". Anyone listening to this 
conversation would have thought both of 
us needed to be committed. Don't laugh; 
the thought crossed my mind as well. 
(Hold on just a tad longer. We are almost 
to the point.) I followed up by explaining 
to Carol that this was one of the reasons I 

always like to have more than one person 
sitting in on what is going on. Those of 
us over the half century mark can never 
remember everything about anything, 
but when we work as a team we can take 
the little bits and pieces of what we all 
remember and put them together. Then 
we know what the hell we forgot in the 
first place. By working as a unified group 
we can accomplish much more than trying 
to go at it solo, especially when we can be 
our own worst enemy.

By now you are lost as last year's Easter 
egg or are of the mind that the last 
paragraph was one of the most intelligent 
things I have ever posted in the newslet-
ter. Time to move on to more important 
matters or at least a change of topic.

The 110th General Assembly kicked off 
with folks still talking about the conduct 
of certain individuals on the hill. This 
should not interfere with our efforts, but 
it does make it a wee bit more difficult 
to get the job done when folks are just 
waiting on the next volley of rumors to 
be fired. When you get a chance, contact 
your legislators and let them know you 
appreciate them despite what the media 
says. It might not get our bills passed, but 
these folks could sure use a kind word 
from constituents.

I figure everybody is chomping at the bit 
to know when they need to visit the hill 
for a Lobby Day. More than likely, by the 
time you read this an email has been sent 
out. We are planning on a day on the hill 
along with continuing individual charter 
lobby days in order to maintain a constant 
presence throughout the session. The 
more they have to look at us, the less 
likely they are to forget us and sooner or 
later should just send the helmet modifi-

cation bill to the floor for a fair vote. I do 
appreciate everyone that came up last 
time around and hope to see a lot more 
for 2017.

If you are not receiving legislative emails 
and wish to, please send me an email so 
that you may be added to our working 
list. Sometimes, through human error, the 
email addresses folks have written down 
fail to work. If I get an actual email from 
you, I know it will work and everybody is 
happy.

If you are the legislative officer for your 
charter, we need an email from you. Send 
it to:themotorsickledoc@yahoo.com   We 
hope to build a better working charter 
network. If your charter legislative officer 
does not use a computer and email, I 
would suggest learning to do so. I am not 
fond of cell phones and computers myself, 
but for the sake of efficiency, I will use the 
best tools at my disposal.

I've jumped around from topic to topic 
like a horsefly on a fresh herd, but that's 
the way the day goes for your lobbyists. 
And like a horsefly, we do get caught by 
a twitching tail from time to time. If you 
have any questions on legislative matters, 
all you have to do is contact me. I will get 
back with you as soon as possible.

I want to close with a note about the 
upcoming elections in March. Everyone 
should have a desire to serve on the 
board. I know time is in short supply for 
most of us, but just think where we would 
be if no one gave a little of their time. Re-
sume deadlines have passed, but I want to 
encourage anyone that is qualified for any 
position to go ahead and put their name 
in the hat. If nothing else we might have 
to suspend the rules to get a real vote. 
Whatever it takes to give the membership 
the best choice for each position should 
not be overlooked.
      Yall be watching for legislative emails 
and updates. I best shut up now.
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MRF State Rep Report – 
OK – That’s enough winter . . . 
    . . . I’m ready for spring!  

I’m sitting here typing, looking at SNOW 
in the back yard.  But by the time you’re 
reading this, we might have the first early 
spring flowers in bloom (at least along the 
southern edge of the State).  Along with 
the flowers, comes warmer weather, and 
better days for riding.

But watch yourselves out there!  The 
cage drivers haven’t seen a lot of bikes 
over the past couple of months.  As we 
start spending more time on the road, 
the chance of a bad encounter with an 
oblivious cage driver increases.  Assume 
they don’t see you, and ride defensively.  
Or better yet, assume they are aiming for 
you, and get the heck away from them.

CMT/ABATE will be continuing our mo-
torcycle awareness campaigns, intended 
to wake up the general public, and remind 
them that we are out there on the road 
beside them.  But we also need to take 
steps of our own to ensure our safety.  
Our “Don’t Ride Fried” program is a step 
toward reducing occurrences of riding 
while impaired.  But even while straight 
our skills could probably use a bit of a 
refresher.  I’ve taken the motorcycle rider 
classes twice, and both times identified 
some habits I had that could be improved.  
The classes will be starting up again soon 
for this year, and I recommend that every-
one should try to take one.

One the national front, The Motor-
cycle Riders Foundation (MRF) has been 
heavily involved in a couple of initiatives 
that could have a significant impact on 
motorcyclists across the country.  The 
US-DOT has initiated a new “Road to 
Zero” program, with the admirable goal of 
eliminating all traffic fatalities.  This was 
kicked off with a symposium in December, 
at which the MRF was the only motorcy-
clists’ organization present to make the 
case that the route to safety was through 
accident prevention, not safer crashing.

Along those same lines, the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) is in the 
process of re-establishing the Motorcyclist 
Advisory Council, which will advise the 

FHWA on issues critical to motorcyclists 
across the nation.  This advisory council 
was disbanded 2009, and re-establishing 
it is a very good step.  Unfortunately, the 
FHWA has changed the composition of 
the council.  In the past, there were four 
motorcyclists on the ten-person council, 
now there will be only one representa-
tive from a motorcycle association.  That 
does not provide adequate input from 
the motorcycling community.  The MRF 
is encouraging interested motorcyclists 
to write to their US Representatives and 
Senators, asking them to intervene on our 
behalf to increase the number of repre-
sentatives from motorcyclist’s organiza-
tion on the council.  For an easy way to do 
this, there is a pre-written letter on the 
MRF web site.  All you have to do is fill in 
your name and address, and the MRF will 
e-mail the letter for you.  The letter is in 
the Legislative Action Center at www.mrf.
org/federal-legislative-issues.

Add to the above, the accelerating 
development of self-driving cars, and the 
entire Intelligent Highway System con-
cept.  The MRF has been actively involved 
in trying to ensure that motorcycles are 
taken into consideration as this technol-
ogy advances, and rules are developed 
regarding it.

No one is as genuinely concerned about 
the safety of motorcyclists are those of 
us who ride.   With effective representa-
tion in all of these initiatives we can begin 
to move the discussion toward how to 
prevent accidents, rather than the usual 
focus on mandatory equipment, that 
can only hope to reduce the severity of 
injuries once an accident occurs.  In the 
worst case, some of these new technolo-
gies could effectively exclude motorcycles 
from riding on the highways at all.  But 
with vigilance and effective action, we 
can steer these efforts in our favor, and 
continue to . . . 
Ride Free,
        - - Ed
 
Ed Domine
MRF State Rep 
ed.d@juno.com

For Immediate Release
January 5, 2017
The Motorcycle Riders Foun-
dation Releases its 2017 
Legislative Agenda

WASHINGTON, DC – This week the Motor-
cycle Riders Foundation (MRF) released 
its 2017 Legislative Agenda. A direct result 
of the commentary and discussion from 
members at the Legislative Strategy Ses-
sion held at the annual Meeting of the 
Minds, this document establishes, and for 
the first time prioritizes, the MRF’s Fed-
eral Legislative Agenda for the upcoming 
year. This year’s agenda is classified into 
different area depending on the priority 
of the issue and its likelihood to advance 
in 2017.
For those issues classified as “High Prior-
ity” the MRF will pursue an aggressive 
advocacy campaign to advance each of 
these issues with the support of its mem-
bers. The “Medium Priority” category 
represents issues where the MRF will 
remain vigilant and poised to act if the 
opportunity presents itself or the issue 
becomes pervasive. For those issues clas-
sified under “Monitor” the MRF does not 
anticipate activity in 2017 and instead will 
monitor to ensure there are no changes.
It is important to note that this should not 
be considered a static document. Instead, 
as issues move or become controversial, 
they may rise or fall in priority over the 
course of the next 12 months. However, 
remaining steadfastly focused on those 
issues deemed “high priority” ensures 
that the MRF is targeting its resources and 
limited staff to the best of its ability.
Lastly, a section devoted to state issues is 
to signify which issues that MRF can and 
will provide support to its SSMRO part-
ners at the state-level should they require 
support or assistance. This support can 
come in the form of intelligence, talking 
points, written documents and publica-
tions and other tools to ensure that these 
issues are acted upon in coordination 
nationally as well as locally.
The MRF looks forward to serving you, its 
members, and the motorcycle community 
at large over the next year. Please review 
the priorities below and as always, con-
tact your MRF with any questions.



ADVERTISE IN OUR 
NEWSLETTER

Do you know a business that could 
benefit from some affordable adver-
tising to over 750 motorcycle enthu-
siasts each month? Tell them about 
our newsletter.
Full Page—$130/mo.
Half Page—$70/mo.
Quarter page— $45/mo.
Business Card—$20/mo.
If interested, please contact the CMT-
ABATE office at info@cmtabate.
com or call 931-761-8162 Deadline 
is the 10th of the month for the
following month’s issue. Ad payments 
are non-refundable. A typesetting fee 
may be charged for non-print ready 
ads. Please forward artwork in jpeg 
format if possible to newspapera-
bate@gmail.com
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CMT/ABATE, Inc.
P.O. Box 962
Sparta, TN 38583-0962

BE A TENNESSEE MOTORCYCLIST BOOSTER!
CMT/ABATE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT AND WE

THANK YOU!

Editor’s Note: All information for the newsletter has to be sent electronically by the 10th of each month or it will not make it into the 
next edition of the newspaper. It MUST also be in electronic format! Please email your submissions to: keeblersg@yahoo.com.
Did we miss something or make an error? It was not intentional. Please keep us informed. Send event dates, articles, minutes, pictures 
etc. to keeblersg@yahoo.com. That being said, I am BIG on photos, I want more photos not only from events but of our members out 
there riding!
CMT/ABATE, Inc. is not a “Biker Club”, but a non-profit, political organization that was formed to preserve freedom and safety for 
all Tennesseans who enjoy motorcycling. Our major goals are to modify existing laws that are detrimental to motorcycle safety and 
enjoyment, and to enact new legislation in support of all motorcyclists who ride in Tennessee. If you are concerned about preserving 
personal freedom and motorcycle safety, please join us.
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2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
CMT/ABATE OF TENNESSEE

CHARTER EVENTS CALENDAR

February 2017
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MARCH
4 CaFo Chili Cook off
12 BOD

APRIL
1 NoEa Membership ride
8 MoCo Poker Run
16 TnVa Fun Run
23 SWSR Easter Egg Hunt
29 CaFo Swap Meet

MAY
7 FrBr Legislative Ride
13 DHH Bike & Tattoo Show
12-14 Liberty Rally
20 SWSR Swap Meet
27 CaFo Family Day at Agree Park

JUNE
3 Nashville Canoe Run
9-11 SWSR State Points Rodeo
11 BOD
24-25 FrBo State Points Rodeo

JULY
4 Smoky Mountain Charter Parade Gatlin-
burg
15 SWSR Robin Long Memorial Poker run
22 Up Cu Memorial Ride
22 CaFo Scavenger Hunt & Poker run
30 TeVa Awareness Ride

AUGUST
12 CaFo Canoe Run
25-27 STR
26 CaFo Bike Show

SEPTEMBER
09 CaFo Poker Run
10 BOD
16 FrBr 2nd Annual Moonshine Poker Run
23 NoEa Fall Ride

OCTOBER
15 Smoky Mountain Toy Run
13-15 SwSr State Points rodeo Finals
21 Nash Fall Pumpkin Fest & Swap meet
28 DHH Toy Run

NOVEMBER
4 SwSr Toy Run and Chili Cook Off
18 CaFo Turkey

DECEMBER
1 Smoky Mountain Christmas parade 
Gatlinburg
2 CaFo Toy Drive                                                                             
10 BOD

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4

SmMt WOT
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

MuCi/UpCu MoCo FrBr
SWSR NoEa RoCo

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
DHH
SuCo

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

TnVa Nash
26 27 28

CaFo
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CANEY FORK 
DICKSON/HUMPHREY/HICKMAN

MONTGOMERY

SMITH /WILSON /STONES RIVER

NORTHEAST
ROBERTSON COUNTY

NASHVILLE

MUSIC CITY 

TENNESSEE VALLEY  
SUMNER COUNTY 

UPPER CUMBERLAND 

WHEELS OF THUNDER 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN 

FRENCH BROAD
CHARTER MEETING JANUARY 3, 2017
CALL TO ORDER (7:00 pm) by Director 
Scott Smith 
PLEDGE;  Lead by Scott Smith
PRAYER;  Lead by Dave Mills
CALL ROLL; 4 and Welcome Sean Casey a 
new member
SECRETARY REPORT; no report at this time
TREASUARY REPORT; Nothing to report at 
this time
APPROVED MINUTES; For December 6, 
2016
(Vote count) Motioned for vote by David 
Turner, 2nd by Dave Mills, Unanimous 
OLD BUSINESS; Status of Jan 22 event will 
be a chili cook off. Discussed all sched-
uled event for 2017 as to start putting 
everything in place. Went over events of 
the BOD meeting in Dec. Discussed the 
events of Marched BOD elections of board 
members.
NEW BUSINESS; None at this time
OPEN FORUM; Discussed a possible mem-
bership drive in March or April, Discuss 
more in Februarys meeting.
NEXT MEETING;
 February 7, 2017
Adjourn; Motioned by Dave mills, 2nd by 
Sean Casey

Happy new year from our charter to all 
others.  Meeting was called to order by 
Wendell, Pledge was led by Glenn, also 
Glenn made a motion to  do a sponsor-
ship in the State Ride Poker book, Joel 
2nd the motion, voted on passed by all.  
This Christmas went very well, we helped 
55 families and 124 children. our church 
members were very pleased and sent us 
a Thank you card.  We also were able to 
help 10 elderly.  What a blessing!!!
JR has been passing out our Tri Folds to 
people will know what our organization is 
about...  Great job JR!!!
We are having a Sweetheart Dinner / 
Party at Skullys Feb 11th at 6:00pm, $5.00 
a plate.  Everyone come on out and bring 
your Honey's.
For those who haven't heard, our elec-
tions went well.  Here are the positions...  
Wendell will remain Director... Glenn is 
Assistant Dir... I will still be your Crash 
Sec... Treasurer will be Joel... Sgt at Arms 
is Amanda... Events Coord is Hattie... 

Products will be Rose... Road Guards Joel 
n Glenn... JR is New Member Recruiter, 
along with Mavis...    
Looking for a great year, and praying to 
get our membership built back up.... 
PARTY CHARTER!!!
STAY SAFE
SHARON (AKA) YOUR CRASH 

Our meeting was held 1/3/17 at The 
Pitt in Springfield. We lead off with the 
Pledge. We were so glad to see Roland 
back and that he is feeling much better. 
Also good to see Mrs. Bush back after 
surgery. Samantha talked about The 
New Year Kick off Party at the Clarion on 
1/21/17. Hope to see all of you there. 
Treva went over the Treasury report. 
Please keep in your prayers for the family 
of TJ Abernathy whom passed away. Bent-
ley Verchota won the 50/50 and donated 
to our Down Biker Fund. Many thanks 
to the Pitt for our Sloppy Joes and chips 
for supper. Hope to everyone at our next 
meeting 2/7/17.
Connie Jones

Dec meeting
Met at east tn toy run distribution center. 
Distributed toys and met up at CC's Pizza 
for meeting and party. Carried night on to 
opening of Alcatraz Police Museum.
Jan meeting
Met at Shoney's Jan 4
Old news
  Parade cancelled due to fires. July parade 
invite was extended to all participants.
  BOD meeting. See notes on the state 
site.
Financial 
  Same as previous month. No new depos-
its
   $30 contribution made from our charter 
at the BOD meeting in Dec.
 Carving fund raiser 
    Follow up on progress will be done. 
New news
   Name changed from Madisonville CMT/
ABATE to Smokey Mountain CMT/ ABATE 
at the Dec. BOD meeting.
    Ice bears personnel was contacted to be 
able to set up a booth in the lobby during 
events.
     Bike nights voted in agreement to be 
set up with local establishments for public 

awareness and fundraising.
    Events
Easy Rider show :all members encouraged 
to attend for booth participation.
     March 18 St Patrick's Day run
For motorcycle awareness efforts 
Route and cost per rider etc discussed and 
voted on. This will be entered as a state 
poker run event.
   Cinco de mayo bike night will be set up 
at a local establishment. Location will be 
voted on next meeting.
   June 1-4 together we ride event
Working together w the state events co-
ordinator to host a multi state legislative 
gathering.
   July 4th parade & liberty rally 
2nd annual event will be held at a local 
campground in the Gatlinburg area. 
Decorations will be carried over from the 
Christmas float that apply. 

Ron opened the meeting and Mike led us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Dean pro-
vided the Treasurer’s report.   
Legislative:  Nothing new to report 
Activities:  Need to secure Sponsors and 
Vendors for the Liberty Rally and Summer 
Fun Run.  Dean had Sponsor forms avail-
able for both events along with business 
cards.  We are delighted to announce 
“Rusty Rooster” will be playing again at 
the Liberty Rally.  There will also be a Ms. 
Liberty contest at the Rally – more details 
will be made available soon.
Old Business:  Nothing to report
New Business:  Broomstick Pool Tourna-
ment and Chili Cook-off scheduled for 
Saturday, February 25th at T’z Sports Pub 
in Jamestown, TN.  Starts at 2:00 P.M. 
Entry Fee $5 Per Person – Broomsticks will 
be provided.  Bring your best Chili if you 
wish participate in the Chili Cook-off.  
Next Meeting:  February 5th at Scooter’s 
Biker Bar (June Bug Rd, Cookeville)
Future Meetings:   March 5th at Obed 
Hideaway Bar (Crossville); April 2nd Whis-
tle Stop (Static); May 7th Boone’s Saloon 
& Grill (Big Springs Rd, Monroe)
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This is it, the last day of 2016.
Now is a popular time to look back and 
reflect, just as I did a couple of days ago in 
my recent email.
But I think overall too much emphasis is 
put on the start of a new year.
There’s such a build-up of optimism and 
hope for making the next year better 
than the last. It manifests in these huge 
unattainable goals that quickly fall by the 
wayside because they seem so impossible.
I think this is a mistake.
An innocent one, but still a mistake is to 
aim so high without thinking about how 
to get there.
Instead, I prefer to take a more iterative 
approach. To take stock and assess what 
went well and what can be done better on 
a monthly, weekly, or even daily basis.
When you break things down to these 
shorter timeframes and set more gradual 
goals, things just seem so much more 
achievable (and they are!).
You can still make big leaps of progress 
and really knock it out of the park every 
now and again. But to keep going beyond 
that, it’s the incremental, 1% improve-
ments per day that will get you where you 
want to go.
For example, the last big leap I made in 
my personal life was making the decision 
to join my local Cross Fit gym. Suddenly 
I had this brand new set of skills at my 
disposal to help me get fit, strong and 
healthy.
But having access to these skills didn’t 
mean I could just load a barbell up with as 
much as it could hold and I’d be throwing 
it around like an Olympian lol.
I had to start virtually from scratch and 
gradually increase the weight over the last 
three months.
Where I used to struggle with certain 
movements using an empty (20kg) bar, 
I’m now doing the same exercises with 
three times that.
This time next year, who knows what I’ll 
be able to lift? But I do know that it’ll only 
be possible with gradual improvements 
from this point forward.
When it comes to our photography and 
improving our skills, you might experience 
a handful of these big leaps per year (like 
when you take a workshop or course and 
suddenly learn a bunch of new skills at 

once).
But when you take that new knowledge 
and actually apply it to your work a little 
bit each day (or each week if you’re super 
busy!)...
… That’s what will put you in the position 
this time next year where you’ll be look-
ing back on a massive 2017.
Me, I’ve got some personal, business and 
photography goals for the next year. But 
I’m not thinking about this time next year.
I’m thinking about this time next week 
and next month.
What can I improve 1% each day to create 
that compounded improvement over the 
long term?
And what big leaps can I make along the 
way?
Now over to you...
What incremental 1% improvements will 
you be making each day and what occa-
sional “jumps” will you be making towards 
your Photography goals?
Speaking of those jumps...
I’m sure you’re aware of my various Pho-
toshop courses by now...
So this is the part of the email where I tell 
you how they can help you experience a 
big boost in your PS skills to build on over 
time and set you up for a successful 2017.
Click here to get started and I’ll see you on 
the other side!
Talk soon, and Cheers!
Steve

SOAP BOX
This is a new page I am including to give everyone a voice in our paper! As long as it is kept fair and clean… by that I mean no calling 
out people or calling them names… Cages are acceptable for cars and trucks. They will be edited for grammar, punctuation, content 
and clarity.
Please submit your comments and thoughts about whatever…
Thank you
The editor

A Message From The (Interim) Corporate 
Director
HAPPY NEW YEAR! We are all wrapping up 
a busy year with our personal lives as well 
as CMT/ABATE and on behalf of the Execu-
tive Board I want to wish each of you and 
your families a very  prosperous new year. 
I want to personally thank each one of you 
for remaining true to the mission of our 
Organization, and I want to personally thank 
Dean Lucas for his leadership during the past 
five (05) years as well as all the other great 
things he does.
 At the December 2016 State Board meeting 
Dean resigned as Corporate Director and as 
Corporate Assistant Director I moved to the 
position as interim. My tenure as Assistant 
Corporate Director ended immediately 11, 
December 2016 and is now open. We will 

have elections for several positions during 
the March 2017 State Board meeting oc-
curring 1:00pm 12, March 2017 at Skully’s 
in Old Hickory, Tennessee and I want all 
interested members to consider themselves 
for these roles.
 At the March 2017 State Board meeting we 
have elections for the positions of Corpo-
rate Director, Assistant Corporate Director, 
Corporate Legislative Director, and Corporate 
Treasurer. These positions each require a 
resume to be submitted to the State Office 
or to the Newsletter Chairman at least sixty 
(60) days prior to the March 2017 meeting 
and that means the latest date for receipt 
of a resume will be Wednesday 11, Janu-
ary 2017, by email, snail mail, or both***. 
Although we already have some folks who 
have submitted their names as candidates 
for these positions I want to make sure we 
reach everyone in the Local Charters and the 
Members at-Large.
 We also have a position of Corporate Mem-
bership Director open, and although this 
position does not require a resume there is 
certainly no harm to submit one. The Corpo-
rate Membership Director works with similar 
positions in the Local Charters and supple-
ments the Corporate Director and Corporate 
Assistant Director in their responsibilities of 
growing the membership. If anyone is inter-
ested to be a candidate for this position as 
well as any of the preceding positions, and 
if you have questions; please send me an 
email message or a telephone call and I can 
send you a job description.
 Happy New Year To All Of You!
 J. Robert Forbus
(Interim) Corporate Director
615 390 5645
Robert.Forbus@robertforbus.com
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My Resume for Treasurer for CMT/ABATE, Inc.
 
Bette Stewart
Hendersonville, TN
 
Experience:   Accountant for 40 years 
Working in Manufacturing and Property Management
 
Treasurer for CMT/ABATE for 10 years
 
Education:  Oregon State University

The director Kevin Haley son In a police car on display. The court room. With director and son acting as judges.
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End of Year Review - Advocacy Ac-
complishments & Next Steps
December 16, 2016

As we edge closer to the end of 2016, 
and begin to look towards 2017 and all 
that we want to achieve on behalf of bik-
ers’ rights, it’s important to reflect on the 
successes we’ve achieved this year. Below 
is a partial list of some of the victories 
realized in the realm of motorcycle rights 
nationally in 2016. In addition to these 
“wins”, there is also commentary about 
next steps and what we can expect to 
see in the future regarding each of these 
issues.

The Enactment of the FAST ACT - Major 
updates were included in the nation’s 
highway bill that took effect on January 1 
of this year. Not only did the FAST Act ad-
dress the nation’s surface transportation 
issues and specifically address challenges 
facing the U.S. transportation system, 
including improving safety, maintaining 
infrastructure condition, reducing traffic 
congestion, improving efficiency and re-
ducing delays in project delivery, but the 
law allocated over $4 million dollars to go 
towards states programs addressing mo-
torcyclist education, training and safety. 
FUTURE ACTIVITY: The FAST Act will be 
in effect until 2020 and therefore con-
versations about the next highway bill 
won’t pick up speed until 2018. However, 
President-Elect Trump has committed to a 
multi-million-dollar infrastructure package 
calling for improvements to roads, bridges 
and airports. Undoubtedly, public safety 
advocates will try and use this package as 
a vehicle to insert language surrounding 
perceived safety issues potentially affect-
ing bikers.

The Prohibition of Federal Funding for 
Motorcycle Checkpoints - Your MRF and 
its partners in Washington fought for 

years to attempt to end this often-used 
strategy by law enforcement that was 
employed to harass and conduct searches 
of motorcyclists. A section in the highway 
bill that went into effect in January helped 
to prohibit this practice by stating clearly 
that federal funds could not be used to 
conduct these checkpoints going forward.  
FUTURE ACTIVITY: Your MRF will remain 
vigilant to ensure similar language is 
included in future iterations of highway 
bills. However, many states are now using 
non-federal funding to continue to con-
duct these checkpoints. If your organiza-
tion is interested in passing a bill at the 
state level to end this practice, the MRF 
can help prepare you with talking points 
and suggested legislative language. In 
addition, if you think you have been the 
victim of a motorcycle checkpoint paid 
for by federal dollars, contact the MRF for 
help in pursuing a Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request to ensure your rights 
are not being violated. 

The Reestablishment of The Motorcyclist 
Advisory Council - Since 2009, bikers have 
lacked a formal mechanism to engage 
with officials within the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) to discuss motor-
cycle-related issues. In 2016, with the en-
actment of the FAST Act, there was a pro-
vision that reestablished the Motorcyclist 
Advisory Council, ensuring bikers a seat 
at the table and a “direct connect” to our 
nation’s top highway safety officials when 
it comes to issues like driverless cars, road 
barriers and general highway safety issues 
and how they impact motorcyclists.  
FUTURE ACTIVITY: Though the Council 
has been directed to be reestablished, 
the formalized process for doing so has 
not yet been initiated. The FHWA is likely 
in 2017 to call for volunteers to serve on 
the Council and conduct its first meeting. 
Your MRF will be closely monitoring this 
process and work with its SMRO partners 

to ensure motorcycle rights’ advocates are 
included as a part of the Council. 
(Ed’s Note: See call to action regarding the 
Motorcyclist Advisory Council in the MRF 
Reps Report.)

The EPA Rescinds Its Regulation Affecting 
Racing Bikes and Racecars - In 2015, the 
EPA published a rule that would disallow 
individuals to modify their motorcycles 
or cars for track racing due to concerns 
over air emissions. After pressure from 
industry and Congress, in April of this year 
the EPA withdrew the section on modified 
racecars and racing bikes within the pro-
posed regulation. Though work remains, 
this was a major victory over this “regula-
tion happy” agency. 
FUTURE ACTIVITY: Despite withdrawing 
the critical section of the rule affecting 
racing bikes and racecars, the EPA has 
continued to verbally maintain that it is 
illegal to make emissions modifications 
needed to convert a street-legal car or 
motorcycle into a racecar used solely on 
the track. Consequently, any business that 
makes or supplies these parts or services 
to modify the emissions systems is subject 
to enforcement. As a result, the RPM Act 
was introduced that would provide clarity 
to industry and the racing community 
that the Clean Air Act DOES allow cars and 
motorcycles to be converted into dedi-
cated race vehicles and that doing so is 
not “tampering.” Despite 148 co-sponsors 
in the House and 33 co-sponsors in the 
Senate, the RPM Act was not taken up 
for a vote in 2016. Bikers and the MRF 
are hopeful that, with a more industry-
friendly EPA under President-Elect Trump, 
this issue will be swiftly dealt with and 
passage of the RPM Act will be realized 
next year. 

Introduction of a Federal Bill to Address 
Motorcycle Profiling - Increasingly, bikers 
have voiced complaints over incidents 
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where they have felt profiled or singled 
out by law enforcement because of their 
appearance, apparel, or because they are 
simply riding a motorcycle. This unjust 
and unlawful practice has led to activity 
at the state level, but in 2016 federal au-
thorities took notice and introduced a bill 
addressing the issue and promoting public 
awareness and urging state law enforce-
ment officials to condemn the practice 
in written policies and training materials. 
This was a major step in making this issue 
a national discussion. 

FUTURE ACTIVITY: The MRF will be work-
ing with the 19 co-sponsors of the bill to 
quickly get another bill introduced in the 
115th Congress. As with all federal bills, 
on December 31, 2016 the congressional 
clock gets “reset” and all pending legisla-
tive proposals expire and therefore must 
be reintroduced. Your MRF is committed 
to getting the bill reintroduced in 2017 
as well as introducing a companion bill 
in the Senate. However, we do anticipate 
obstacles as chatter from law enforce-
ment in some states has already resulted 
in several Senators and Congressman 
withholding their support. The MRF will 
need help from you and our partners to 

ensure this bill goes “all the way” in the 
115th Congress.

Conclusion
Despite all we have accomplished togeth-
er in 2016, next year is sure to bring its 
own set of challenges as well as opportu-
nities to advance the cause of biker rights. 
In addition to all of the commentary 
above, together we must remain diligent 
and steadfast on many, many other issues 
including the increasing amount of eth-
anol-blended gasoline at the pump and 
the effects on our engines, ensuring that 
fatality statistics are separated between 
motorcycles and other classes of vehicles 
such as autocycles, advancements in self-
driving cars and effects on motorcyclists 
and our seemingly never-ending uphill 
battle to force policymakers to focus on 
education and crash avoidance instead of 
“safer” crashing.
Whatever the future brings, your MRF 
looks forward to maintaining its status 
as the ONLY national motorcycle rights 
organization dedicated to on-street riders 
and its reputation as the leading expert 
when it comes to bikers and the freedom 
to ride. 

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) 
provides leadership at the federal level for 
states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations 
as well as motorcycle clubs and individual 
riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned with 
issues at the national and international 
levels that impact the freedom and safety 
of American street motorcyclists. The MRF 
is committed to being a national advocate 
for the advancement of motorcycling 
and its associated lifestyle and works 
in conjunction with its partners to help 
educate elected officials and policymakers 
in Washington and beyond.

Reprinted from: 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

Note: The above article is a posting dis-
tributed to MRF members through their 
legislative alerts e-mail.  If you find this 
interesting, please consider joining the 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation.  

  -  Ed
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Thanks for Your Support!!
Charter Support for State          2016
  Final Pledge Totals  YTD
CaFo    50   650
DHH    50   300
FrBr
MoCo   10   120 
MuCi    25   200
Nash    60    600
NoEa      7.50             205
RoCo   50             600
SMMT       20
SWSR   50                600
SuCo            25          300
TeVa   25   
UpCu    25    300
WoT    10   190
Updated February, 2017

Welcome New Members!

Tennessee
Motorcyclist

Boosters
GOLD

Tommy Jones          2/17
Gary Hensley              3/17
Caney Fork Fallen Members3/17
Mark Waters                 10/17
Smith Wilson Stones River    12/17

SILVER
Outlaws MC                     6/17
Brent Perry             2/17
Dean Lucas            2/17

BRONZE
Tommy Simpson                 6/17
Jeff & Leona Choate            8/17
Ken Miller             10/17             
David Mantooth                   10/17

BASIC
William Guffey              9/17
Jim Hammonds           10/17
Sandra Barker           10/17
Mark Proctor              1/17
Becky Gregory               1/17
Sammy White              1/17
Tim & LeAnn Petty             4/17

Basic $10, Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100
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SWSR  Ritchie Paris
SWSR  Crystal Paris
SWSR  Richard Kowalski
CaFo  Paul Bryant
CaFo  Diana Thornton

YOUR ADD 
HERE $20



Deadline for submission will be the 10th of the month for next month’s publication. NO EXCEPTIONS!
Articles submitted after this date will be held for the next month, with the exception of time sensitive material. We welcome 
your opinions, comments, complaints and suggestions. Articles and photos pertaining to all things motorcycle are welcome. 
Photos must include, taken by, who is in the photo, what is happening in the photo, when was the photo taken and where 
was the photo taken at. We also need the authors contact information for verification purposes only. All articles will be 
edited for content, clarity, grammar and spelling. All ad copy must be sent to the editor at keeblersg@yahoo.com All ad pay-
ments should be sent to the main office at P. O. Box 962 Sparta, TN 38583-0962. Include the ad you’re paying for and how 
long paid ad will run.


